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ACAO developed in 2018 as a 
comprehensive ethics ordinance including a 
series of new public disclosure requirements

 In partnership with stakeholders and 
members of the Board of Supervisors

 The Board and Mayor approved in May 2018 
 Laws became operative in January 2019
 ETH implemented online filing tools in 

Summer 2019

Background
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Roll-out
summary JUNE 27: All ACAO-related electronic 

forms and resources deployed and made 
available on the Ethics Commission’s 
website.

JULY 30: ETH Regulations implementing 
ACAO became operative to help clarify 
and define applicable laws.

MID-JULY: Notice sent to City Elective Officers, Board 
and Commission Members, Department Heads 
announcing the provisions and filing requirements 
relevant to City officers and departments participating 
in contracting activities.
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Recap

$100,000+

Contractor Contribution Ban 
SF C&GCC Sec. 1.126

City elective 
officer who 

must approve 
contract

candidate for 
that office

committee 
controlled by that 

candidate or
officer

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/campaign/articleielectioncampaigns?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$anc=JD_1.126
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Contractor Contribution Ban 
SF C&GCC Sec. 1.126

• NOTIFICATION OF 
SUBMISSION OF 
PROPOSAL

Form sfec-126f2

City departments must disclose 

• the contract number, 

• the nature of the contract, and

• names of all contractors and subcontractors listed 

as part of submitted proposal(s).

Within 30 business days of receipt of a qualifying proposal

Disclosure – City Department

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/campaign/articleielectioncampaigns?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$anc=JD_1.126
https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/city-contracts/city-departments
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city-officers/city-contracts/city-
departments
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https://sfethics.org/compliance/
city-officers/city-contracts/city-
departments/notifying-bidders-
and-potential-bidders

https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/city-contracts/city-departments
https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/city-contracts/city-departments/notifying-bidders-and-potential-bidders
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Contractor Contribution Ban 
SF C&GCC Sec. 1.126

• NOTIFICATION OF 
CONTRACT APPROVAL

Form sfec-126f4

Disclosure – City Elective Officers

A City elective officer who approves a contract valued 

at $100,000 or more in a fiscal year must e-file Form 

SFEC-126f4 with the Ethics Commission within five 

business days of approval. 

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/campaign/articleielectioncampaigns?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$anc=JD_1.126
https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/city-contracts/contract-approval-by-city-elective-officers
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https://sfethics.org/compliance/
city-officers/city-
contracts/contract-approval-by-
city-elective-officers
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https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/city-contracts/contract-approval-by-city-elective-officers
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https://sfethics.org/disclosures/campaign-finance-
disclosure/contracts-campaign-finance-disclosure

Transparency of 
Disclosed Data

https://sfethics.org/disclosures/campaign-finance-disclosure/contracts-campaign-finance-disclosure
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Board & Commission 
Member Recusals
SF C&GCC Sec. 3.209

• NOTIFICATION OF RECUSAL 
BY BOARD OR 
COMMISSION MEMBER
Form sfec-3209b

One further FYI 

For members required to file a Statement 
of Economic Interests (Form 700) 

Filed within 15 calendar days after the 
date of the meeting at which the recusal 
occurred. 

Behested Payments
SF C&GCC Sec. 3.600 et seq.

• BEHESTED PAYMENTS BY 
CITY OFFICERS*

* Elected official or Board/Commission Member

Form sfec-3610b

If a City officer requests or solicits a behested 
payment from a person who is a party or 
participant in a proceeding before the officer, 
disclosures may be required within 30 days of 
specified circumstances when total of 
behested payments reaches $1,000

http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/campaign/articleiiiconductofgovernmentofficialsan?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$anc=JD_3.209
https://sfethics.org/compliance/city-officers/conflict-of-interest-city-officers/file-sfec-3209b-notification-of-recusal
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/campaign/articleiiiconductofgovernmentofficialsan?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca$anc=JD_Art.IIICh.6
https://sfethics.org/compliance/behested-payments/behested-payments-city-officers
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Thank you for your time today 

and for your ongoing leadership

to support transparent and accountable City government. 

LeeAnn Pelham, Executive Director (415) 252-3100  main
Gayathri Thaikkendiyil, Deputy Director & Chief Programs Officer www.sfethics.org
Steven Massey, Director of Technology

https://sfethics.org/
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