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deceive, or mislead. Further, the Committee had no history of violations with the Commission. Further
in mitigation, the Threshold Report violation occurred in May 2016, before the deadline for one to
declare his or her candidacy for Supervisor and before the Philhour Committee or any other candidate
committee in that race reached the applicable spending limit. Moreover, all further Threshold Reports
were timely filed by the Philhour Committee.

In applying the penalty factors enumerated above and to ensure similar substantive treatment
with comparable and prior analogous cases, Commission Staff conclude that imposition of an
administrative penalty would be warranted. That amount would factor the purpose of threshold
reporting and the relative severity of the disclaimer statement violation. In this instance, Staff also
acknowledge the significant passage of time since the conclusion of Commission’s audit work for the
2016 election cycle, as well as the Philhour Committee’s pro-active attempts to address the audit report
following its publication, and must consider those facts as significant mitigating factors for the
Committee. In further mitigation, at the time the resolution of this matter was undergoing final
enforcement review in early spring 2020, additional delay resulted as Commission Staff were required to
prioritized emergency operations related to the emergence of the COVID-19 public health emergency.
Taking these factors overall into consideration, Staff proposes and the parties agree that this Stipulation,
Decision, and Order imposing a fine totaling $500 for Counts 1 and 2 is an appropriate resolution of this
matter under these unique circumstances.
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