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Who Leads
the Commmission?

Five volunteer commissioners
lead the Commission. Each
commissioner serves for one six-
year term.

The Mayor, the Board of
Supervisors, the Assessor-
Recorder, the City Attorney, and
the District Attorney each appoint
a commissioner.

The commissioners oversee the
development of policies and
enforcement rulings. They also
appoint an executive director
who oversees the Commission’s
operations and staff. Staff
conducts the day-to-day work of
the Commission.

You can view a current list of
commissioners on our website.

City & County of San Francisco
Ethics Commission

25 Van Ness Ave., Suite 220
San Francisco, CA 94102

Phone: 415-252-3100
Email: ethics.commission@sfgov.org
http://www.sfethics.org
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What is the Ethics Commission?

The public expects and deserves a government that serves them. This means
serving the public without improper influence or seeking personal gain. The
government’s decisions should be made fairly and openly.

However, this is not always the case. For that reason, rules and guidelines exist
to steer people away from violating the law, or engaging in unethical behavior.

The Ethics Commission was created by San Francisco voters in 1993 to
impartially oversee these rules and guidelines. It helps those working in or
with local government follow the rules through a mix of education, support,
and enforcement. The Ethics Commission also shapes the rules to make them
strong, practical, and enforceable.

What Does the Ethics Commission Do?

The Commission provides education and assistance to people working with
local government. This includes City employees, officers, candidates, lobbyists,
and others engaged in or with government.

Examples of the Commission’s work includes:
m Creating new ethics policies
m Disclosing and helping officials avoid potential conflicts of interest
m Recordkeeping and disclosure of campaign finances
m Aiding registration and reporting by:
m City officers
m Lobbyists
m Campaign consultants
m Permit consultants
m Major developers
m Auditing campaign, lobbyist, and City filers.
m Investigating complaints of violations within its jurisdiction.
m Levying fines for violations.


https://sfethics.org/commission/policy-issues
https://sfethics.org/disclosures/city-officer-disclosure/statement-of-economic-interests-city-officer-disclosure
https://sfethics.org/disclosures/campaign-finance-disclosure
https://sfethics.org/compliance/lobbyists
https://sfethics.org/compliance/campaign-consultants
https://sfethics.org/compliance/permit-consultants
https://sfethics.org/compliance/major-developers
https://sfethics.org/guidance/campaigns/audits
https://sfethics.org/guidance/lobbyists/lobbying-audits
https://sfethics.org/complaints
https://sfethics.org/complaints/case-resolutions
https://sfethics.org/commission/commissioners
https://sfethics.org/guidance/city-officers
https://www.sfethics.org

